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“Provision in the Foundation Stage is outstanding. Children settle happily into school, 
and the adults provide them with a very appropriate balance between teacher-led 
activities and those which the children choose for themselves. The children behave 
very well, and they readily share with others. An excellent range of resources is 
provided, with the outdoor area being used very well to enhance learning. The staff 
work hard to create a friendly and caring learning environment, and the children 
enjoy school and develop very good social skills. As a result of outstanding teaching, 
the children make exceptional progress, attaining and sometimes exceeding the 

standards that are expected by the end of Reception.” Ofsted February 2008 
 
In the reception year the children work on the Foundation Stage Curriculum, which is 
broken into 7 key areas of learning. These are; 
 
Prime Areas 

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

• Physical Development 

• Communication and Language 
 
Specific Areas 

• Literacy 

• Mathematics 

• Understanding of the World 

• Expressive Arts and Design 
 
 
The children work within bands from 30-50 months, 40-60 months and Early 
Learning Goals for each area of development. 
 
Throughout the school day we aim to motivate children’s learning and development 
by allowing children to take ownership of their own learning by initiating ideas and 
making decisions.  We encourage children to discuss their interests so that we can 
incorporate this into their learning environment and make the learning meaningful to 
them.  
 
We aim to provide a stimulating environment, which is designed to meet the differing 
needs of individuals and where each child feels happy and secure. 
 
We aim to provide a learning environment in which children are able to realise their 
potential.  We encourage children to learn from mistakes, and think about 
consequences of their actions they take in regard to their work and behaviour. 
 

We aim to develop an enquiring mind and nurture a love of learning. 

 



We aim to develop perseverance and determination to complete challenging tasks 
and ensure children have plenty of time to explore ideas and interests in depth. 

 

We aim to help children to be able to work in a variety of situations, developing co-
operation, empathy and team work.  At this early stage children learn all their skills 
and concepts through play.  Play is a vital part of the learning process and is key to 
ensure success.  

 
 
“Standards are above average and pupils' achievement is outstanding. When 
children start in the Nursery their knowledge and skills are below those expected for 
their age, particularly in relation to language and literacy. During their time in the 
Foundation Stage the children achieve very well, reaching, and on occasions 

exceeding, the goals set for them.”   Ofsted February 2008 
 
We expect all parents to be involved in their children’s learning and to provide a 
supportive environment at home.  All parents are asked to sign a Home/School 
Agreement on admission to school which endorses the home and school’s 
partnership in learning. 
 
It is this school’s policy to have fully qualified and experienced teachers to run the 
early years class.  Additional adult help in the classroom will be provided by the use 
of a Teaching Assistant.  Parents are welcomed into the school at all times and are 
encouraged to work within the classroom with language and maths games, reading, 
cooking, sewing and a wide variety of other activities.  All parents will be DSB 
checked before they are able to help in school. 

 

Personal and Social Education 

 

The children will be learning to mix with others of the same age group, respond to 
adults, learn through play, work in a group, take turns, dress and undress and learn 
to independently take care of their personal hygiene.  In order to make dressing and 
undressing for P.E. less frustrating for your child we would suggest wearing 
elasticated waists and shoes without laces.  At this stage simple fastenings will 
encourage independence and speed.  Playtimes can be rather daunting in the early 
stages of schooling so we provide a separate play space for the first term of your 
child starting school and then gradually wean them into the whole school playground.   

 

Moral 

 

We encourage a sense of right and wrong throughout the school by our Behaviour 
Policy.  Children with low self-esteem rarely find it easy to learn so we give positive 
rewards, as well as sanctions, to help them develop a good sense of self worth.  
Through stories, discussion and the sharing of worries, thoughts and feeling in circle 
time, children are encouraged to develop a sense of right and wrong, to understand 

other people’s needs and to have opportunities to express their feelings. 



 

Spiritual 

 

We also encourage the children to develop an understanding of the needs of other 
people and the wonder of the world around through religious stories, discussions and 
taking part in Assemblies.  These will be of a mainly Christian nature. 
 
 
 
 

Language and Literature 
 

Our first priority in this area is to develop the children’s spoken language and 
listening skills and to give each child a love of books that will encourage them to 
read.  We will also be encouraging them to start expressing themselves through 
writing, drawing and role-play.  We will provide a wide variety of stories, poems and 
rhymes as well as a well-resourced non-fiction library.  Children will be able to 
regularly take home books to share with their parents.  They will be given the 
opportunity to learn about how a book works; know that words and pictures carry 
meaning and that in English, print is read from left to right and top to bottom. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

They will use pencil, crayons, paints, chalks and felt tips to develop their drawing and 
writing skills; the importance of correct grip when writing and the appropriate use of 
lower and upper case letters will be emphasised from the start.  We expect parents 
to help their children practise this correct approach from the beginning.  Incorrect 
habits are hard to break. 

 
We will teach the children to recognise and write their 
own names and some familiar words.  They will also be 
taught to recognise letters of the alphabet by shape and 
sound.  This knowledge will be used in our approach to 
writing where the children will be encouraged to try to 
write for themselves from day one.  The skills needed 
for writing will begin to be taught in the first term and 
throughout the Reception Year and Key Stage 1 
(handwriting, sounds and spelling, grammar. different 
forms of writing) as the teacher assesses the individual 

needs of each child.  They can progress at their own pace. 



 

Mathematics  
 

The children will become familiar with numbers through stories, songs, rhymes, 
counting games and practical activities.  They will explore the mathematics of the 
world around them by using sand, water, weighing and measuring, shapes, 
plasticine and dough.  They will begin to develop an understanding of number 
operations and the use appropriate language. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Understanding of the World 
 

The children will talk about where they live, their environment, their families and past 
and present events. There will be regular opportunities for the children to visit both 
the local environment and further afield.  We will encourage them to explore the 
world by looking at living and man-made objects, their similarities and differences, 
patterns and changes.  Computers, tape recorders, television and programmable 
robots will support their learning throughout the curriculum as is appropriate. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Physical Development 
 

The children will be helped to develop a healthy lifestyle by indoor and outdoor 
activities which encourage different ways of moving confidently and with increasing 
skill.  They will use appropriate large apparatus in the hall as well as small apparatus 
(balls, quoits etc) inside and outside.  Imaginative dance and ring games will also 
form part of our programme.  



                                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Expressive Arts and Design 
 

Through the use of scissors, painting, drawing, folding, rolling (plasticine/ dough/ 
pastry) sewing and cooking, the children will develop their hand control.  We also 
have a large stock of construction materials for the children to handle, build with and 
develop an understanding of how things work. 
 
Through art, music, imaginative play and stories they will explore their feelings and 
the use of their senses in a creative manner.  Music will be taught by singing, playing 
simple instruments and listening to a variety of music from our own and other 
cultures. 
 
We have a wide range of materials for the children to use in an exploratory way in 
their artwork.  Through this exploration and direct teaching they will also be 
developing the skills necessary to express themselves in a variety of ways. 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


