
 Moredon Primary and Nursery School 

KS1 & KS2 CURRICULUM (Y1-Y6) 

Moredon Primary and Nursery School adopted the National Curriculum 2014 in 

September 2014. 

We are using Enquiry Based Learning as a model which means that from Y1-Y6, all the 

children are doing the same topic title which is a question. Topics start by posing 

questions, problems or scenarios and we encourage the children to identify and 

research their responses to these questions. At Moredon this can mean a trip out to a 

museum, theatre company performing in school, local walk, transforming the classroom 

for the day, performers in school etc. 

Academic learning, learning dispositions and knowledge is built from experiences we 

give the children both in and out of school.  Enquiry based learning works best where 

there is a shared socially based experience with children learning together in groups. 

It is then up to the expertise of the teachers to plan the topic using the National 

Curriculum linking the children’s learning in an age related context. 

Learning Topics 2014-15 

Term 1 Can one person make a difference? 
Term 2 What is greatness? 
Term 3 How do you get from A to B? 
Term 4 How does the world work? 
Term 5 What can the sun see? 
Term 6 Response Planning 

 

English 

Children are taught according to the curriculum dictated by their year group. At the end 

of each Key Stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, 

skills and processes specified in the relevant Programme of Study. I have moved this 

from the end to here. 

All children receive a daily English lesson.  In addition to this they also receive a daily 

guided reading session of 20 – 30 minutes per day and also handwriting sessions 

during the week. All children are given the opportunity to write independently for 10 

minutes each day on a set genre or topic. This broadens their opportunities for writing 

and develops stamina for writing for a set length of time. 

In the literacy lesson, children take part in a range of activities from shared and 

modelled writing, word level and sentence level work, text explorations, spelling 

investigations and independent work.  Once a week, all children produce a piece of 



work that shows all that they have learned during the week and this work is marked and 

targets set to take the children forward in their learning. 

In guided reading, the children are grouped according to ability.  The children follow a 

timetable of reading activities during the week which may include reading poetry, non-

fiction, free choice, investigating their topic and of course being taught by their teacher. 

The emphasis in the taught guided reading sessions is acquiring new skills in reading 

and developing strategies for new words as well as expressing preferences in literature 

and looking at the deeper meaning in the text.  The teachers have a detailed 

programme for each band of the children’s reading and progress and attainment are 

meticulously recorded.  (This list is available on request)  During the rest of the week, 

the children are then asked to put their newly acquired skills into practice. 

We have an excellent range of guided reading books in school and these include a 

traditional schemes as well as a broader range of trade books.  The children will have 

experience of reading a range of genre throughout each year.  All the books are graded 

and the children will progress through the bands according to their reading ability.  

We also have a non-fiction library where classes can borrow books for a period of time.   

We do ask that the children are given the opportunity to read at home every day.  At 

KS2 you do not necessarily have to hear them every day, but we would like you to sign 

their reading log to say that they have had some quiet time reading for pleasure or to 

improve the skills they have been working on in school. 

Spelling is taught according to age related words as specified in the National Curriculum 

2014.   In addition to this, in KS2 we send home a list of 424 common words that all 

children should be able to spell.  These words are broken down into upper and lower 

school words and divided into manageable termly chunks.  Each term all the children 

are tested on their set of words and their scores are recorded.  We ask that you take 

time each week just to go over the spellings with your child. You may of course extend 

your children in to the next terms words or even the next year groups’ words.  Their 

progress and pace of work in this area is entirely up to you.  If you wish to have a list of 

patterns that are covered in the taught spelling session in school please contact your 

child’s teacher. 

We teach the Nelson handwriting scheme in school. The children receive handwriting 

sessions and regular practice is provided in order that all children develop a fluent 

handwriting style.  Children receive many opportunities in the curriculum to develop their 

speaking and listening skills.  This could include presenting work to small groups or the 

class, taking part in assemblies or reporting on a particular topic.  Discussion forms a 

key element in all our work at school and a constant exchange of ideas is encouraged 

before, during and after activities.  We actively encourage children to develop and 

express their opinions.  



We are developing more opportunities for drama and structured play in school in order 

for the children to become more confident in expressing themselves and communicating 

ideas to a wider audience.  Drama is also a wonderful opportunity to develop personal 

self-esteem and allows children to address a whole range of issues in a secure 

environment.  All staff at Moredon Primary and Nursery School are always willing to 

discuss your child’s progress and attainment in literacy.  If you ever have any concerns, 

please do not hesitate to get in touch with your child’s teacher.  We would be grateful if 

you could make an appointment so that your child’s teacher can give you the time that 

you deserve to discuss your concerns. 

 

Mathematics 

Children are taught according to the curriculum dictated by their year group. 

All children receive a daily maths lesson; in addition to this they may also have sessions 

that involve mental maths learning and games. Problem solving is an integral part of the 

mathematics curriculum and involves many skills that are essential in everyday life. 

These skills are taught weekly.  

We ask that all children learn their tables as part of their weekly homework routine.  

Maths becomes so much easier if the children have that knowledge at their fingertips.  

The tables are printed in the front of the homework diaries and we would ask that 

parents spend a few minutes each day working on tables with their children.  The value 

of this cannot be under estimated.  It is the singular most important contribution you can 

make to help your child in maths. For younger children, it is essential that they begin 

with number bonds knowledge and then build up to counting in 2s, 5s, 10s. This will 

enable them to build up a sound tables knowledge and be able to expand on these skills 

in later learning.   

The children’s knowledge and understanding are regularly assessed by the teacher and 

children are given targets in their maths books to (take their learning forward?)work 

towards.  At the end of each term the children are assessed across the school in order 

to build up a whole school profile of attainment and to plot individual progression and 

attainment. 

At the end of each academic year, all children take part in SATs tests (will this continue 

in years 3, 4, 5 with new curriculum?).  For maths this includes a mental maths and a 

written test.  Children are assessed in age related bands of attainment and targets for 

future learning are set for each child. 

At the end of each Key Stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the 

matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant Programme of Study. This 

includes number, calculations, algebra, measurement, geometry and statistics. 

 



Science 

Children are taught according to the curriculum dictated by their year group. 

Science is a core curriculum subject in Key Stage 1 and is taught through topic work 

and the children receive at least 2 sessions of Science teaching per week. In Key Stage 

2 Science is also taught through topic work but can be taught more discretely.   

Children broaden their scientific view of the world through exploring, talking, testing and 

developing ideas, relationships between living things and familiar environments and 

develop their ideas about functions, relationships and interactions. 

Experiences will give the children the chance to ask their own questions, make 

decisions about scientific enquiry, observe over time, notice patterns, group and classify 

and carry out simple comparative and fair tests. 

The most important aspect of Science is scientific enquiry and we encourage children to 

ask questions about the world around them make predictions and deductions and 

develop an enquiring mind. Scientific enquiry is always taught in every lesson alongside 

and related to substantive science content.  This is done through experiments and 

investigations as well as more formal lessons in acquiring knowledge and a scientific 

vocabulary. Pupils are taught to read, spell and pronounce scientific vocabulary with 

increasing confidence. 

Each term all children are assessed in elements of scientific enquiry and the 

Programme of Study taught  and results of these tasks enable teachers to set clear 

targets for future learning. 

All work is moderated to develop a whole school profile of achievement and progress. 

At the end of each Key Stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the 

matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant Programme of Study. 

 

Computing 

Pupils are taught to use computational thinking and creativity to understand and change 

the world. Lessons are taught throught the termly topic and also as a discrete skill 

where necessary. Computing is linked with mathematics, science and design 

technology. 

At the heart is computer science where children are taught computation, how digital 

systems work and how to use these in programming. Consolidation of this means the 

children can then move onto creating programs, systems and a range of content. 

Being digitally literate is an important transferrable skill to ensure the children can 

participate in their ever-changing digital world. 



At the end of each Key Stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the 

matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant Programme of Study. 

 

RE 

All children receive a weekly RE lesson.  The school follows SACRE guidelines with 

regard to the curriculum and the children study 3 major world religions, Christianity, 

Islam and Judaism.  They are taught about the key practices and leaders of each faith 

and also major festivals, holy buildings and holy books. 

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from RE lessons.  We would ask that 

this request be made in writing for our records. 

The children also partake in a daily collective act of worship, and again, parents have 

the right to with draw their children from assemblies. 

We hold traditional Harvest, Christmas and Easter celebrations at church and children 

will also have the opportunity to take part in festivals of other world religions. 

History 

History is taught through topic work and taught in chronological order. Pupils gain a 

coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. 

The children are taught the history of the British Isles as a chronological narrative, 

significant aspects of the wider world, use of abstract terms (such as empire, civilisation, 

peasantry), historical concepts, historical enquiry and historical perspective.   

Over the year, the children will learn about these key Ages through 3 focus themes 

within that Age. 

Y1 Stone Age to Iron Age 
Y2 Roman Empire in Great Britain 
Y3 Anglo-Saxons 
Y4 Vikings 
Y5 Anglo-Saxons 
Y6 Local Study & World War 2 
 

At the end of each Key Stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the 

matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant Programme of Study. 

 

Geography  

Geography is taught on a weekly basis with lessons lasting between 40 minutes and 

one hour.  During their time at school children will study significant places and 



environments in the British Isles, Europe and the wider world.  They will look at 

environmental issues, settlements, the weather, and the effects of water on the 

landscape.  We aim to develop a greater understanding of place, patterns and 

processes and the impact of the environment.  We aim to ensure that children develop 

the skills of geographical enquiry and use a range of sources to help them in 

communicating their findings.   

At the end of each Key Stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the 

matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant Programme of Study. 

 

Music 

Music is taught as a subject to engage, inspire and develop the children’s talents as 

musicians. This also impacts on their self-confidence, creativity and achievement. 

We have a large selection of good quality musical instruments and children receive their 

weekly music lesson in the hall or in their classrooms.  The children have the 

opportunity to play, sing and compose whilst developing their creative musical ideas.  

We encourage the skills of listening, appraising and performing using a wide range of 

genres. Children are taught how music is created, produced and communicated through 

specific musical dimensions eg: pitch, duration, tempo etc 

Children receive a weekly music lesson of not less than thirty minutes.  Music is 

assessed on an annual basis and reported to parents in the end of year report.  

Children have the opportunity to join our school choir and learn to play a variety of 

instruments. 

Our school is very proud of its school productions, Christmas concerts and Easter 

service where the children have the chance to show off their musical ability.  We also 

take part in the Swindon Music Festivals and the annual Swindon Choir Competition.  

Children in Year 5 and 6 learn an instrument on a 2 year rolling programme.  Year 3 and 

4 children learn the recorder and children in year 2 learn African drumming.  Children in 

year 1 and reception have singing lessons.   

The Swindon Music Service road shows visit every year. 

At the end of each Key Stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the 

matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant Programme of Study. 

 

 

Art and Design 



Art lessons engage, inspire and challenge pupils whilst equipping them with the 

knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create their own works of art, craft and 

design. 

All Art work is taught through topic. Children will develop their skills in painting, drawing, 

printing, sculpture, textiles and collage.  The standards in art are very high at our school 

and the children are encouraged to develop their ideas and designs and evaluate all 

their work.  They are taught to use an appropriate artistic vocabulary and they also 

study a range of famous artists, including traditional, contemporary and multi cultural.  

Assessment is carried out on an annual basis and reported to parents in the end of year 

report. Children’s work is regularly displayed with pride, throughout the school. 

Art is also taught in a wider context to demonstrate how art and design both reflect and 

shape our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation. 

At the end of each Key Stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the 

matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant Programme of Study. 

 

Modern Foreign Languages 

Learning a different language widens a child’s view of the world and opens their mind to 

possibilities and a deeper understanding of their own language. It allows the child to 

express their ideas and thoughts in order to understand and respond to it’s speakers, 

both in speech and writing. It also encourages communication for practical purposes, 

learn new ways of thinking and opportunities to read literature in another language. 

Ultimately, it encourages the children to allow themselves to consider working in an 

international environment. 

Elements taught include speaking with confidence, fluency, correct intonation and 

pronunciation. Children are taught to write in that language for different audiences and 

use grammatical structures they have learned. 

At Moredon, the children learn French.  

At the end of each Key Stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the 

matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant Programme of Study. 

Physical Education 

PE inspires all pupils to succeed and excel in competitive sport and other physical 

demanding activities. This also supports their health and fitness through a wide range of 

opportunities which in turn build character and help to embed the values of fairness and 

respect. 

All children receive 2 hours of physical activity which includes ice skating and 

swimming.  We do expect all children to come to school with an appropriate PE kit for 



both indoor and outdoor work.  Failure to do so will result in a letter home.  PE is 

planned to link with topic work but can also be taught as a discrete subject. Children will 

participate in a variety of gymnastic, athletics, dance and games activities to develop 

competence over a sustained period of time.  

 All children are also taught the importance of exercise in daily life and the links between 

exercise and a healthy lifestyle.  The children are encouraged to constantly stretch 

themselves in their physical activities as well as develop skills such as defending, 

balance, stamina work and sequences of moves.  Assessment in PE is carried out on 

an annual basis and reported to parents in the annual school report.  If your child is 

unable to do PE for any reason, please send a note to let the teacher know. Children 

who do not do PE watch the lesson. 

We encourage cluster events such as football, cross country, multi-sports etc. during 

the year. 

At the end of each Key Stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the 

matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant Programme of Study. 

Ice Skating  

Children in Years 2 – 6 have ice skating lessons, run in conjunction with the Swindon 

Wildcats Ice Hockey team.  These lessons are highly subsidised and currently cost £10 

for 5 weeks.   

Swimming  

We offer swimming lessons to all pupils from R-Y6 for one term.  The cost of swimming 

is approximately £3.50 per person per week The school pays for the cost of the 

instructor. Parents contribution pays for the transport cost and contributes to the cost of 

the hire of the pool. During their lesson, children have the chance to work for a range of 

badges and awards.  You will always be kept fully informed about swimming 

arrangements via letter.  We use the pool at the Oasis and are always looking for 

volunteers to accompany the children.  So if you can spare and hour and a half we 

would be very grateful.  As with PE kits, please ensure all swimming kit is clearly 

marked with your child’s name. 

 

Design and Technology 

We believe that Design and Technology prepares pupils to participate in tomorrow’s 

rapidly changing technologies.  They learn to think and intervene creatively to improve 

the quality of life.  The curriculum is delivered through the termly topic where they 

acquire a broad range of subject knowledge and draw on disciplines such as 

mathematics, science, engineering, computing and art. 



During each KS1 and KS2, all children have the opportunity to develop, plan and 

communicate their ideas, work with a range of materials and tools and evaluate their 

work and the work of others.  They are given the chance to investigate and deconstruct 

familiar products and are encouraged to think about how they work, how they are used 

and the views of the people who use them. The children have the opportunity to make 

high-quality prototypes and products for a wide range of users.  Design and Technology 

is assessed regularly and attainment is reported in the annual report to parents.  

 

At the end of each Key Stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the 

matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant Programme of Study. 

 

PHSE and Citizenship 

 

PHSE and Citizenship is taught through assemblies, class lessons and the ethos of the 

school.  In PHSE, children are encouraged to examine and talk about a range of issues 

including anti-social behaviour, stereotypes, first aid, racism and financial management, 

to name just a few!  The lessons form a vital part of your child’s education beyond the 

academic.  There is little written formal work as the children are encouraged to explore 

their ideas and values through role play or discussion or designing leaflets and posters.  

There is an annual assessment in PHSE, although your child’s progress and 

contribution in the lessons will be reported in the annual report to parents.   

PHSE at our school is supported through the Values based Education which was 

introduced into our school in September 2014. It is a focus on the School Development 

Plan and is an ethos that is beginning to be planned into all areas of school life and 

lessons. 

At the end of each Key Stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the 

matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant Programme of Study. 

 


